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Our Mission to Ukraine staff is very saddened to say goodbye to our sister in Christ, Yvette Chernenko, wife 
of Loving Community Church Pastor Dima Chernenko. Yvette died suddenly on Wednesday, September 23 of an 
aneurysm in her lung while her husband was traveling to southern Ukraine.  He was unable to be with her during 
her last hours, but Mission to Ukraine members who are also part of Loving Community Church were with her 
until her death.

A South African native, Yvette, aged 39, had been married for eight years and had left her home country, 
mastered a new language, and was a vital contributor and leader at MTU camps for the disabled throughout 
the years. While Yvette and Dima had no children of their own, many of the young people of their ministries 
would consider them to be second parents. She worked tirelessly to love and encourage many area young people 
regardless of their social status, disability, or circumstances. It was clear to many that her love for others was so 
selfless that she was often unaware of the blessing she was to those around her.  Yvette, with her honest heart and 
great love for God, will be greatly missed by all.   

We  Celebrate the Life 
of a Woman of God
by Stacy Morgan and Tanya Bortnik.

Strong, straightforward, 
happy, joy to be with, one 
could derive strength from 
just seeing Yvette, her 
closeness to the Lord. 

Oksana Kolomiychuk,
MTU SNM teacher

She shared Christ with kids 
with passion and gentleness. 
She treated every child in a 
special individual way.  

Alyona Kasyanchuk,
 MTU counselor.

Praise to God and Prayer Request
Thank you for your prayers for Dima, Yvette's 

husband. He witnesses of incredible peace and 
grace of God that sustained him the Þrst days after 
the loss. Please, continue to pray for him even 
more as he enteres more grievous realization of 
the bereavement following the memorial service.

MTU camp for children and youth 
with special needs. July 2009

MTU camp for children and youth 
with special needs. July 2007


